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Il. 
It is a wonder how the Lord hath loved! 
How loves He all who’ve gone astray, 
How He would gather us to Him 


And lead us in His way. 





\ 


It is a wonder how the Lord protects! 
And how He longs to have us turn 
In faith to Him, how freely gives 


The grace we cannot earn. 





It is a wonder what the Lord hath done! 
How He hath died, how yet He lives, 


And how He to the uttermost 











Sustains the life He gives. —A.D.R. 
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Sir: 

I write, as a layman of the 
Augusta-Macon Presbytery and as 
an elder of the Washington Pres- 
byterian Church, about something 
that has been close to my heart 
for a long time. It concerns Pres- 
byterian College and one of the 
institution’s great needs in carry- 
ing on its important task. 

Presbyterian College has moved 
forward steadily since its estab- 
lishment in 1880. Dr. William P. 
Jacobs, pastor of Clinton’s Presby- 
terian Church, founded the institu- 
tion solely on faith and with a 
great heart’s desire to provide for 
young boys and girls a Christian 
education. 

First known as Clinton College, 
it became the Presbyterian College 
of South Carolina in 1890 when 
chartered under the Synod of 
South Carolina. Then in 1928, the 


Synod of Georgia joined South 
Carolina as co-owner, and the 
name was shortened to Presby- 


terian College. 

Thus Presbyterian cherishes a 
70-year heritage of Christian 
ideals, years in which the col- 
lege has contributed outstanding 
leaders to the religious, profes- 
sional and business worlds. Its 
faculty has always been staffed by 
high-toned Christian instructors. 

Through the years Presbyterian 
has grown steadily until now it has 
a plant of well-equipped buildings. 
But, even so, there is the pressing 
necessity of an auditorium. 


To give an idea of how critical 
the need is, the present audi- 
torium—located on the second 
floor of Neville Hall—has proper 
seating capacity of less than 400. 
Since Presbyterian’s student body 
totals 500, this assembly place is 
entirely inadequate for even daily 
chapel services—not to mention 
Religious Emphasis Week pro- 
grams, commencement, exercises 
and concerts. All of these activi- 
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ties are vital parts of the college’s 
well-rounded program. 


Presbyterian College is training 
young men and women spiritually, 
mentally and physically for life’s 
work. It produces Christian 
leaders. Our young people are the 
rock of the nation. They hold its 
future, its aspirations and its high 
dreams. 


For this reason, all agree that 
one of our most important pro- 
grams is the training of these 
young men and women to meet 
the great responsibilities of life, to 
meet the demands of a confused 
world which calls increasingly for 
wise, sympathetic and constructive 
leadership. As one who has had 
contacts with Presbyterian College 
for more than fifty years I know 
that the college performs its mis- 
sion well. 


I know there is close personal 
contact between teachers and stu- 
dents. I know the faculty has a 
genuine interest in the personal 
welfare and development of each 
individual student, in molding per- 
sonalities for the appreciation of 
life in all of its phases. And I 
know that Christian religion sets 
the theme at Presbyterian College. 


These are the things that make 
Presbyterian a great college, one 
of the outstanding educational in- 
stitutions in the South. But despite 
its progress and present standing 
there is a pressing need of an au- 
ditorium. 

It is my sincere desire that 
everyone interested in Christian 
education give thoughtful and 
prayerful consideration to this ur- 
gent need of Presbyterian College. 


A. W. SIMPSON. 


WASHINGTON, GA. 
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EDITORIAL 


Policies—Not 
Personalities 


With emotions running high with reference to 
the dismissal of General MacArthur it would seem 
that the majority of Americans are taking sides on 
the basis of personalities. 





That which disturbs us is not the dismissal of a 
great war leader. We do believe that the alleged in- 
subordinations could have been manfully and wisely 
handled by recalling him to Washington for a face- 
to-face conference with the President and top mili- 
tary leaders, following which a decision could have 
been made. 


The thing which deeply troubles us is that this 
dismissal seems to close the door to the one chance 
which remains to win China away from Com- 
munism. 


We have studied General MacArthur’s state- 
ments and nowhere have we found even a suggestion 
that America become involved in a full-scale war in 
China. He has asked permission to bomb air bases in 
Manchuria from which American planes are being 
attacked—a reasonable request. And, most impor- 
tant of all, he urged that the Nationalists be per- 
mitted to invade the mainland, thereby opening a 
second front. 


In our judgment this latter suggestion is sup- 
ported by reason, logic, present conditions in China 
and hope of success. Our State Department seems so 
hostile to General Chiang that this hostility limits 
action. At least we should know whether such a plan 
is feasible. Why should not a bi-partisan commission 
of senators, along with some leading military men 
from the Pentagon, be sent to Formosa to see ex- 
actly what the Nationalists have to offer in the way 
of men, morale, leadership and determination to 
make good if successful in an invasion? That such a 
course is not being followed is to us unbelievable, it 
is sinister in its import. 


As an illustration of what we mean, only this 
week Mr. Paul C. Smith, editor of The San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle, cancelled his ’round the world tour 
after visiting Formosa and is hurrying back to 
America to urge a revision of our policy towards 
Nationalist China. That which he saw convinced 
him they are not only worthy of our support, they 
are also worthy allies. 


A counsel of fear will never overcome the threat 
of Communism. We hold no brief for General Tito, 


who is just as much of a Communist and individ- 
ualist as Stalin, but we admire his intestinal forti- 
tude for standing up against Russia as he has, al- 
though he is bordered by threatening armies. Has he 
precipitated World War III by his fearless stand ? 
Not to date anyway. 


The Marshall Plan and the North Atlantic Pact 
are frankly directed against Russia and we now 
have General Eisenhower in Europe recruiting an 
army for the avowed purpose of resisting Russian 
aggression. We have taken a calculated risk in pre- 
cipitating World War III by our action, but we are 
going ahead. 


Why should the financing and supplying with 
ammunition of the Nationalists in an invasion of 
China—an invasion which will be welcomed by 90 
percent of the people—be considered such a grave 
threat to our own involvement in World War III? 
How else can we hope to extricate ourselves from 
Korea? 


The brushing aside, or ignoring of the possibility 
of the Nationalists retaking China fits in perfectly 
with the advice of men like Owen Lattimore, Ser- 
vice, Vincent and others. 


There are a few who question the wisdom of our 
writing these editorials on China in a religious 
paper. We do so because the cause of China in that 
land is in large measure wrapped up with the suc- 
cess or destruction of Communism there. Today the 
evil tenticles of Communism are slowly seeking to 
exterminate the Church in China just as is true in 
all lands where Communism is in power. 


Mr. Truman possibly had no alternative than to 
discipline General MacArthur and we believe that 
the General anticipated such a possibility. We ad- 
mire the General and trust that his hero’s welcome 
will not confuse his own thinking and actions. 


At the same time, we hope and pray that Mr. 
Truman will not close his mind to the possibility 
that General MacArthur may have been correct in 
his evaluation of the situation and of the best method 
of procedure. 


The balance of world power hangs in the bal- 
ance. —L.N.B. 





The World's Religions 
Nazism, facism and Shintoism express na- 
tionalism; Communism is international. 
But only Christianity is eternal. 
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Whither? 


As one ponders the creedal statement presented in 
the Plan of Union for a United Church adopted at 
Cincinnati, the word that comes to mind is whither? 
Here is the statement: 


“We share a comman belief in God our Father ; 
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Saviour; in 
the Holy Spirit, our Guide and Comforter; 
in the Holy Catholic Church, through which 
God’s eternal purpose of salvation is pro- 
claimed and his Kingdom is come on earth; in 
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament 
as disclosing the Word of God for men, from 
which new light is evermore breaking for us 
and for our world; and in the life everlasting.” 


The most significant thing about this affirmation is 
its omissions. All the historical statements concern- 
ing the coming into our life of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, His death, resurrection, ascension, session at 
the Father’s right hand, and coming again, found in 
the Apostles’ Creed, are omitted. And this is done 
at the very time when Bultmann is leading a deter- 
mined assault upon these historical events, treating 
them as mere myths. There is no confession of faith 
in the Triune God; most Unitarians could accept 
the Cincinnati position. The Christological formula- 
tion of the early Church, indeed the whole definition 
of orthodoxy given in Justinian’s Corpus Juris 
Civilis, is omitted. The doctrines of sin and grace 
wrought out by Augustine are not to be found, nor 
the atoning work of Christ which looms so large in 
Gregory the Great, Anselm, Aquinas, Luther and 
Calvin, Wesley and Spurgeon. Gone is the central 
article of the Reformation, justification by the free 
grace of God on the ground of the imputation of the 
righteousness of Christ received by faith. Indeed, 
the Cincinnati Creed is the acme of anti-creedal, 
pragmatic Christianity. It throws overboard the 
whole doctrinal and dogmatic work of the Christian 
centuries. 





And this Cincinnati proposal cannot be ignored by 
our Church unless like the ostrich we are to hide 
our heads in the sand. Our Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union had representatives present at the 
conference which drew up this plan. 


The chief safeguard our Church has against the 
anti-doctrinal tendency evident in the Cincinnati 
Plan are our Standards. We accept the Confession 
of Faith and Catechisms as “standard expositions of 
the teachings of Scripture in relation to both faith 
and practice,” and at least one of our institutions 
has as its great purpose, among other noble objec- 
tives, “to protect the standards of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States.” We hold these 
doctrinal symbols as setting forth the faith in the 
Holy Scriptures which we confess as the only in- 
fallible rule of faith and practice. It is in accord 
with our obligations that if the Standards be changed 
they be revised to conform in thought and in ex- 
pression ever more closely to the Word of God. 
And it is as expositions of this Word that we declare 
them our standards. 


A Standard is a flag or ensign set up around which 
men rally, or under which they unite for a common 
purpose. In the face of the tendency illustrated by 
the Cincinnati plan, we would regret to have our 
Church change its conception of our doctrinal sym- 
bols from that of a standard to any term which 
carried with it the thought of transience, uncer- 
tainty, flux, or the implication that “time makes 
ancient truth uncouth.” In a world adrift, it becomes 
the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ to stand to her 
testimonies, to lift high His banner, to sound the 
Word that calls the scattered sheep to the Good 
Shepherd. 


For the Lord is good, 
His mercy is everlasting, 


And His truth endureth to all generations. 


—Wnm.C.R. 





Modern Heterodoxy 


Re printed from ‘THE CHURCH HERALD 
March 16, 1951 


Do beliefs matter? God in His Word insists that 
they do. History has shown us again and again the 
outworking both of false ideas and beliefs, and of 
true beliefs. For beliefs determine conduct. Muck of 
the present-day breakdown of morals and integrity, 
in personal conduct and public life, can be traced to 
the day when men rejected faith in God and in the 
authority of His Word. Having denied the divine 
standard, men turned to what was right in their own 
eyes. For a long time modernism boasted of how its 
denial of the authority of the Bible had “delivered” 
man from the bondage of outworn beliefs. Today 
those seeds of unbelief are bearing fruit, in the 
thousand and one weeds that grow where God’s 
Word and God’s Spirit are cast out. Now and then 
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a repentant liberal admits the poison he has sown, 
and begins to turn back. But few of them come all 
the way back to historic Christianity. Unbelief is a 
poison difficult to eradicate, and humility before 
the Word of God is a rare virtue for the modern 
mind. 


British author, Frederick A. Voigt, sets forth the 
practical articles of our modern heterodoxy as 
follows: 


“Religion without God; Christianity without 
Christ; Christ without Antichrist; heaven without 
hell; works without faith; a God of love but not of 
wrath; a church that can bless but cannot curse. 


“We believe that God, almighty and incarnate, is 
but a benevolent Spirit; that Satan does not exist; 
that Christ was the author of an ethical code, but 
not the Godhead crucified. We profess to believe 
that He existed, for agnosticism is no longer the 
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fashion. We believe that the Gospels must conform 
with our time, and not our time with the Gospels. 


“All articles of our creed can be summed up in one 
phrase: ‘the Christian ethic.’ The ‘Christian ethic’ is 
the Antichrist of the western world. It is the most 
insidious and formidable corruption that ever 
afflicted the world... ” 


When will we learn that a Christianity robbed of 
its distinctiveness is not only morally and spiritually 
impotent, but the worst of deceptions? Earnestly 
though we may pray for revival in the churches of 
America, it cannot come until we forsake our com- 
promises, and our denials of the Truth. 





Is Christianity Merely 
A Way Of Life? 


Many people today state that Christianity is a 
glorious program of life. It is a way of life, they 
say, so why bring in matters of creed or doctrine. 
After all, they contend, it is not so important what 
we believe—the really important thing is how we 
live as Christians. Therefore, they remark, let us 
merge into one super-church all of the different 
denominations, regardless of what they believe. 


Such statements as these make us ask this funda- 
mental question which lies at the very heart of the 
matter: What is Christianity ? 

This question was once asked by that great, 
world-famed New Testament scholar, Dr. J. Gres- 
ham Machen (who taught for many years at Prince- 
ton Seminary and at Westminster Seminary) when 
he was addressing the General Assembly of the Free 
Church of Scotland. 


To find the correct answer to this question, Dr. 
Machen stated that it is necessary to examine certain 
historical facts and certain events which took place a 
few days after the death of Jesus of Nazareth. 


Dr. Machen, in his volume entitled Wuart Is 
CHRISTIANITY?, which has just been published, 
gives the answer which was contained in his address 
given earlier in Scotland. 

He remarks: 


“Clearly there was a strange new beginning 
among the disciples of Jesus soon after Jesus’ death; 
and at that time is to be put the beginning of the 
great world movement which is commonly called 
Christianity. 


“What then was Christianity at that time when 
it began? We can answer the question with more 
intelligence, perhaps, if we approach it with the 
fashionable modern answer to it in our mind and ask 
whether that answer is right or wrong. Christianity, 
according to that fashionable modern answer, is a 
life, and not a doctrine; it is a life or an experience 
that has doctrine merely as its symbolic intellectual 
expression, so that while life abides the doctrine must 
necessarily change from age to age. 
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“The answer of course involves the most bottom- 
less skepticism that could possibly be conceived ; for 
if everything that we say about God or about Christ 
or about the future life has value merely for this 
generation, and if something contradictory to it may 
have equal value in some future generation, then the 
thing that we are saying is not true even here and 
now. A thing that is useful now may cease to be 
useful in some future generation, but a thing that is 
true now remains true beyond the end of time. To 
say therefore, that doctrine is the necessarily chang- 
ing expression of religious experience or religious 
life is simply to give up the search for truth al- 
together. 


“Was Christianity at the beginning really such a 
bottomless skepticism? Was it really a life as dis- 
tinguished from a doctrine? 


“Now we want to be perfectly plain about one 
thing; we desire to guard ourselves just as carefully 
as we can from what would be the most serious 
possible misunderstanding of our position. We are 
certainly not asserting that Christianity at the 
beginning was not a life. On the contrary, it 
certainly was a life: the early Christians were living 
lives quite different from the lives of the people 
about them; and without that distinctive Christian 
life there could be no Christianity then, as without 
that life there can be no Christianity now. Chris- 
tianity at the beginning certainly was a way of life. 


“But how was that Christian type of life pro- 
duced. There we come to the crux of the whole 
question. If one thing is clear to the historian it is 
that that type of life was not produced merely by 
exhortation or merely by the magic of personal con- 
tacts; if one thing is clear to the historian it is that 
the earliest Christian missionaries did not go around 
the world saying: ‘We have been living in contact 
with a wonderful person, Jesus; contact with Him 
has changed our lives; and we call upon you our 
hearers without asking puzzling questions, without 
settling the meaning of His death, without asking 
whether He rose from the dead, simply to submit 
yourselves to the contagion of that wonderful per- 
sonality.’ That is perhaps what many modern men 
might have expected the first Christian missionaries 
to say, but to the historian it is clear that as a matter 
of fact they said nothing of the kind. 


“What they did say is summed up in a few words 
in the fifteenth chapter of the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians, where, as is admitted by even historians 
of the most skeptical kind, Paul is giving nothing less 
than a summary of what he ‘received’ from the 
very disciples of Jesus in the primitive Jerusalem 
Church. ‘Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures: He was buried; He rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures; there we have in 
brief compass what the first Christian missionaries 
said. 


“But what is that utterance that we have just 
quoted? Is it not an account of facts? ‘Christ died, 
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He was buried, He rose again’—that is a setting 
forth of things that happened; it is not an exhorta- 
tion but a rehearsal of events, a piece of news. 


“The facts that are rehearsed are not, indeed, bare 
facts, but facts with the meaning of the facts. 
‘Christ died’ is a fact; but to know merely that 
fact never did good to anyone; it never did anyone 
any good to know that a Jew who was called Christ 
died on a cross in the first century of our era. But 
it is not in that jejune way that the fact was 
rehearsed by the primitive Jerusalem Church; the 
primitive message was not merely that Christ died, 
but that Christ died for our sins. That tells not 
merely that Christ died, but why He died, what He 
accomplished when He died; it gives not merely the 
fact but the meaning of the fact. 


“But when you say ‘fact with the meaning of the 
fact’ you have said ‘doctrine.’ We have already 
arrived, then, at the answer to our question. Christ- 
ianity at the beginning, we have discovered, was not 
a life as distinguished ftom a doctrine or a life that 
had doctrine as its changing intellectual expression, 
but—just the other way around — it was a life 
founded upon doctrine. 


“Tf that be so, if the Christian religion is founded 
upon historical facts, then there is something in the 
Christian message which can never possibly change. 
There is one good thing about facts—they stay put. 
If a thing really happened, the passage of years can 
never possibly make it into a thing that did not 
happen. If the body of Jesus really emerged from the 
tomb on the first Easter morning, then no possible 
advance of science can change that fact one whit. 
The advance of science may conceivably show that 
the alleged fact was never a fact at all; it may 
conceivably show that the earliest Christians were 
wrong when they said that Christ rose from the 
dead the third day. But to say that that statement of 
fact was true in the first century, but that because 
of the advance of science is no longer true—that is 
to say what is plainly absurd. The Christian religion 
is founded squarely upon a message that sets forth 
facts: if that message be false, then the religion that 
is founded on it must of course be abandoned; but if 
it is true, then the Christian Church must deliver the 
message faithfully as it did on the morning of the 
first Easter Day. 


“For our part, we adopt the latter alternative. 
But it is a mistake to think of us merely as ‘con- 
servatives : it is a mistake to think of us as though 
we were holding desperately to something that is 
old merely because it is old and as though we were 
inhospitable to what is new. As a matter of fact, we 
are looking not merely to a continuance of conditions 
that now prevail, but to a burst of new power. The 
Spirit of God will in God’s good time again enable 
men to see clearly, and when they see clearly they 
will be convinced that the Christian message is true. 
We long for the coming of that time.” —C.W.A. 
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Exceptions To Inspiration? 


In The Charlotte Observer of April 1, our good 
friend Dr. J. G. Garth, gave a review of Dr. 
Holmes Ralston’s book, “Consider Paul.’’ We quote 
one paragraph from Dr. Garth’s article: 


Dr. Ralston expresses belief that not only 
the thought but also the words of scripture are 
inspired, of the Old Testament, and the New. 
He says the writers were inspired, not as auto- 
matons, but as living men who wrote as per- 
sons. “The importance of the preservation of a 
written record which gives a true witness to 
the original Christian proclamation cannot be 
overestimated,” he says. But he cautions that 
verbal inspiration as Paul states it does not 
require “inerrancy of the Scriptures in matters 
that have no vital relation to the content of 
revelation.” If I may be allowed to comment, 
this is a kind of spotty idea of revelation that 
leaves some unlearned people to wonder if the 
record is true. For my own part, I make no ex- 
ceptions, and take the Bible as verbally inspir- 
ed and inerrant, “the only infallible rule of 
faith and practice,’ the Confession of Faith 
puts it. 


We are heartily in accord with Dr. Garth’s position, 
but Dr. Ralston’s remark raises some questions in 
my mind: if he is correct, then will he or someone 
else tell us just what part of the Scriptures deal “in 
matters that have no vital relation to the content of 
revelation”? He claims that Paul does not require 
us to believe that part of the Scriptures is “inerrant.” 


Who is qualified to tell us what part of the 
Scriptures we are to believe is not “inerrant” ? There 
are a great number of Higher Critics and men who 
lay claim to much learning and worldly wisdom, 
but would they agree on what we are to believe or 
not believe is “inerrant”? When Paul wrote that all 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, did he not 
mean all? Or did he just mean some? He also said 
it was “profitable.” When did error become profit- 
able? 


Did Jesus, when He declared that “the Scripture 
cannot be broken” imply that we must sort out the 
error from the truth? When He said to the Father 
in His prayer, “Thy Word is Truth,” did he qualify 
by saying in some respects or in some places? 


Did the Apostle John leave any room for excep- 
tions when he said, He that believeth on the Son of 
God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth 
not God hath made God a liar; because he believeth 
not the record that God gave of His Son. “Where 
is the record that God gave of His Son? Surely the 
New Testament is the record that God gave of His 
Son. Not only so, the Old Testament is also the 
record that God gave of His Son. For Jesus said to 
the Jews, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life, and they are they which 
testify of me.’”’ He meant the Old Testament, for 
not a line of the New Testament was written then. 


The Apostle John surely did not leave any loop- 
holes for the infidels to craw] out, they either 
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believe the record that God gave of His Son in the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, or they 
make God a liar. That ought to be plain enough. 


| suppose we are all in sympathy with Peter when 
he wrote of Paul’s writings “in which are some 
things hard to be understood,” but our understand- 
ing is not the measure of our faith. Upon evidence, 
we believe many things every day that we do not 
understand. 


Oh! for a wise man, a super wise man that can 
tell us plain people, who do not know any better 
than to believe the Bible says what it means and 
means what it says, what part of the Scriptures is 
‘inerrant,’ and what part deals in matters that 
“have no vital relation to the content of revelation.” 


No such man has appeared yet that I know of 
and until such a man appears we plain people will 
continue to believe the Bible to be the inspired and 
inerrant word of God, “the only infallible rule of 
faith and practice.” We believe this is the best and 
certainly the safest thing to do. —J.E.F. 





Dr. Taylor Of Pittsburgh 
Explains His Views On 
Church Unions 


In a recent issue (THE JOURNAL, February 14, 
1951), there was a reference to remarks made by 
Dr. T. M. Taylor, of Pittsburgh-Zenia Theolog- 
ical Seminary, to the Presbyterian ministers of At- 
lanta, Ga., on the matter of church union. Your 
correspondent reported Dr. Taylor as we heard him, 
but the report was in the course of a longer article 
on Ecclesiastical Strip-teasing which inadvertently 
put his remarks in a different context. We are, 
therefore, happy to have this word from Dr. Taylor 
as to his meaning and position on church unions: 


“There are some of us—including myself— 
who feel that larger Presbyterian union ought 
to come about; and that the most reasonable 
way for it to do so would be for the ARPs, a 
Synod of one of our ecclesiastical ancestors in 
the union of 1858 which formed our United 
Presbyterian Church, to reunite with us first 
ire no great theological difficulties 
involved. That next, in order to assure what 
you yourself argue for—a preservation of our 
conservative positions, the U. P. and A.R.P. 
Church should unite with the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church; and that finally we would be 
in a position to talk union with the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., maintaining for our- 
selves a strong enough voice unitedly that it 
could not be drowned out in the larger union. 


since there a 


“T assure you that I have no brief for ‘eccles- 
iastical strip-teasing ... 


’») 
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Those who wish to examine a perfect example of 
“ecclesiastical strip-teasing” should compare the 
doctrinal statement of the Cincinnati Plan of 
Church Union adopted by a number of different 
Protestant denominations with one of the great 
creeds of the ancient Church of the Reformation 
period. —Wnm. C. R. 


PROTESTANTS 
AWAKE 


Time magazine quotes President Mackay, of Prince- 
ton Seminary: “That Protestantism is ringed by 
three dangerous enemies. Religious syncretism, 
Communism, ‘Political Catholicism,’ ”’ and adds that 
** ‘Political Catholicism’ is the most subtle challenge 
of these three.” 





VUVLUUTTUEUAUUL 


The Associated Press reported recently, quoting 
Prof. John Kane, a Roman Catholic Sociologist of 
the faculty of Notre Dame University, as saying: 
“That Catholic-Protestant relations may be moving 
in the direction of conflict, and there are several 
signs that the conflict is becoming sharp enough so 
that it may even produce violence at some points.” 
That’s what a Roman Catholic thinks. 


PEETTEET ETON 


What Do You Think? 


If you want to think and to think right, then order 
a “kit”? on Romanism. $1.00 postpaid. 


The “kit” contains a 162-page book, “I Was A 
Priest,’”’ by Rev. Lucien Vinet, and five leaflets. All 
helpful material in convenient and concise form that 
exposes and refutes the false doctrines and human 
inventions of Romanism, and also a leaflet, “Roman 
Catholic Aspiration,’ which will open your eyes. It 
closes: “‘We do not propose to stop until America, 
or Americans, are genuinely Roman Catholic and 
remain so. God help us.” 


Become Informed - Be Alert 
Order A Kit 


PROTESTANT LITERATURE BUREAU 
Box 351 — Athens, Ga. 















‘ 


*... for there is one God; and there is none other but he: And to love him with all the 


heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and 


to love his neighbor as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 


e 
Ten 


ommancments 


according to 


By Dr. William Childs Robinson 
Professor of Historical Theology 
Columbia Theological Seminary 


In the three temptations, our Lord Jesus was 
tested by Satan. But he held on to God and trusted 
God to care for him rather than work a miracle to 
feed himself or ask God to protect him in a sensa- 
tional jump from the temple tower. Satan offered 
Jesus all the kingdoms of the earth if he would 
worship the tempter. But our Lord replied: ““Thou 
shalt worship the Lord, thy God, and to Him only 
shalt thou offer thy religious service.” So the first 
commandment forbids our making idols out of our 
own minds or imagination, or worshipping angels, 
saints, the Virgin Mary, the stars, or the false gods 
of man-made religions. 





Q. 48. What are we specially taught by these 


words—before me—in the first commandment? 


A. These words—before me—in the first com- 
mandment teach us: That God, who seeth all things, 


Lhe Shorter Catechism 


Q. 47. What is forbidden in the first commanda- 
ment? 


A. The first commandment forbiddeth the deny- 
ing, or not worshipping and glorifying the true God 
as God and our God, and the giving of that worship 
and glory to any other, which is due to Him alone. 


In His Word God declares Himself. In nature, 
in life, in man God has given many witnesses of His 
existence. In Christ God became man to bring man 
back to Himself. As the Holy Spirit, the true God 
opens our hearts to trust in Christ as our Saviour 
and the Father as our God. 


The first commandment tells us not to deny the 
true God, and not to treat Hin if He were not 
the true God and our God. God’s making Himself 
our God is the greatest blessing life has. We can 
never thank and praise God enough for coming to be 
our God and Saviour. As we worship Him, God 
forgives our sins, strengthens our spirits, softens and 
sweetens the tensions of life. Life lived in the pres- 
ence of God is a better life. 


8 





taketh notice of, and is much displeased with, the 
sin of having any other god. 


God is the author of our being, the light of our 
understanding, the source of our goodness. What 
place are we giving Him in our lives? Are we let- 
ting our desire to have a great place for ourselves, 
our money, our family, our business push God into 
the background ? Have we another god in addition to 
the true God? 


God sees everything. He knows whether we are 
serving Him or serving self. More than that, God 
takes notice of those who have made something other 
than Himself their god. Most of all God is greatly 
displeased with this sin of having another god. 

‘The dearest idol I have known, 
Whate’er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from Thy throne 
And worship only Thee.” 


This is the cond installment in a series of articles by Dr. 


Robinson. 
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NEW day is dawning in Brazil. I don’t know 
how it all started. Some say that when 
Getulio Vargas was president of Brazil, he 

flew over this region in a plane; and being impressed 
by the vast virgin forests untouched by axe or fire, 
he decreed the establishment of the Agricultural 
Colony of Central Goias. Thousands of home- 
steaders poured into central Goias. The huge tract 
of forest land on the banks of the beautiful winding 
River of Souls was surveyed and divided into farms 
oz 10, 20 and 30 acres. In a short time every single 
farm was taken. 


When I first visited the Agricultural Colony in 
August 1949, there was no more land left to be 
claimed. In fact, there was a distressing shortage. 
Along the banks of the river, underneath towering 
trees, were little encampments of pioneers who had 
come thousands of miles to stake a claim, only to 
discover they were too late. It was a pathetic sight 
to see all their worldly possessions (beds, trunks, pots 
and pans, even their chickens and dogs) out for all 
the world to view. Fortunately it was the dry season 
and most of them eventually found good land out 
beyond the Colony. 


We crossed the River of Souls on a crudely con- 
structed pontoon bridge, the new suspension bridge 
under construction towering on our left. We were 
immediately over-awed by all the traffic. Where was 
everybody going? All the thoroughfares were crowd- 


He was stationed in the Colony in November, 
1949, and already the church there numbers 269 
professing members. Of course, most of the members 
are pioneers who were already Presbyterians when 
they came, but the number who have made their 
profession of faith so far this year, some 32, proves 
the vitality of the infant church. I am sure that if 
you could attend one single service or Sunday 
School, you would carry to the end of your life the 
memory of that experience. 


People here don’t come to church just because 
they have nothing else to do. Many have walked 
several miles or ridden a donkey six or eight miles. 
Some have come the night before in order to be on 
hand when Sunday School starts. They really rejoice 
in the Lord and in the preaching of His Word! It 
is always a thrilling experience for me to attend a 
service where a hunger and thirst after righteousness 
is so evident. 


On my last visit to the Colony in October, 1950, 
I was surprised to see how much larger the town 
(its capital) had become. It is a real city now. It 
straddles the river and is called “Ceres” on one 
side and “Rialma” on the other. Sunday Schools on 
both sides of the river are growing steadily. It is 
plain to see that the Mission is hard pressed to keep 
pace with the unprecedented opportunities of this 
region. We have only four missionary couples in the 


THE KINGDOM IN BRAZIL 


By Rev. Paul J. Coblentz* 


ed with people and carts and trucks. We felt as if 
we were in some great metropolitan center, except 
that the background belied this impression. 

The row of one-story shops on either side of the 
read crammed with an intriguing assortment of 
household nece implements to clear the land 
ind plant, hides of great variety, dried meat on 
many little stands where fruit and 

were hawked. In all of this 
usy stir one could sense the tremendous impulse of 
ife and hope which surges in the hearts of these 
people, fired with the ambition to carve a home and 
happiness out of the untamed wilderness. 

Where in this picture do we find the West Brazil 
Mission of the P ! 


racks. There wer 
cakes and hot 

t 
1 


byterian Church? Don’t worry! 
You won’t be wv ng very 
ist, Waldemar R 
He is the “circuit 
to cover an unb 


long before our evangel- 
comes riding up on his mule. 

’ of the Colony and manages 
vable amount of territory. It is 
impossible to keep him supplied with Bibles for he 
sells them as fast he receives them. He has estab- 
lished eight Sund«y Schools throughout the Colony. 
With the help of the missionary he has found many 
open doors for the Gospel and is laying a strong 


foundation for the Church of the Living Christ. 
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whole state of Goias. It is a great challenge to our 
faith and missionary vision. 


Then there is Mata Azul. Mata Azul is a new 
town, less than five years old. The name means 
“Blue Forest,” and indeed it is most appropriate, 
because the site was hewn out of the thick jungle, 
and viewing the growth of tall trees from a distance 
on a lazy afternoon, it seems enveloped in a mys- 
terious blue mist. Mata Azul is as quiet as the 
Colony is bustling. You have the feeling that you 
have come to the end of the world, the last outpost 
of civilized man; and actually there is very little 
beyond except the vast expanse of jungle ruled by the 
Jaguar and the Indian and abounding in deer and 
tapir and wild boar. 


Mata Azul is composed of one large village square 
and three or four streets leading off from it. In all 
there are perhaps 200 houses. Surrounded by rich 
virgin land, it is the center of rice production. The 
other day when we were there, all the barns and 
storehouses were bursting with the abundant harvest 
of rice, awaiting the trucks which would haul it 


*Evangelistic missionary, Uruana, Brazil. 





down to Anapolis where it would be milled and 
shipped away to the four corners of the earth. 

The unusually big harvest this year has brought 
the price way down to about a cent and a half a 
pound for cleaned rice, which is bad news for the 
farmers, since they never heard of “price supports.” 
Most of them have no place to store the rice to await 
a better price, nor can they afford to. 

With the Rey. Reichardt Taylor, I visited a great 
many of the farms around Mata Azul, sometimes 
walking, sometimes on horseback. In all of the homes 
where we encountered believers or those interested 
in the Gospel, we he!d a brief service, often with a 
>} a Tr , ‘ tealit + the 
sible study. The courtesy and hospitality of the 


Brazilian people is always noticeable. Inevitably we 


? t 

were served something hot to drink and urged to 
stey for dinner. Even the most indifferent in each 
household ed to the Bible reading and message 
res] I 

: , ; - 

it ¢ e\ ling services, there was a disc us- 
s10n on } cv Af \ is we stood outside looking 
across the big city square to the site of the new 


church. Some digging had already been done for the 
foundation. A pile of rock was there ready to be 
placed. We talked for a long time about the con- 
struction. No one denies that we are in dire need 
of an adequate church building. 

At the hour of Sunday School or at regular 
services, there is such a confusion of people com- 
pressed into the ramshackle house which serves for 
a place of worship that an accurate count is im- 
possible and many who crowd around outside hear 
very little of the service. Three hundred were 
counted one Sunday. 


“There are lots of people here and a number of 
us give our tithe to the church, but we are very 
poor,’ said one of the members to me. “Most of us 
have come to this section within the last two or 
three years and have gone into debt in order to get 
started. In five years it will be different.” 

However, the church cannot remain in this state 
for tive years. That would result in a surrender of 
many of « ins to the inroads of spiritualism and 


inditierence. It would mean that the open door now 
before us to claim this great fertile farming section 
for Christ and the future city which is its center 
would | by the inrush of commerce and the 
p f it day of advance. Oh, that God may 
h s for Mata Azul, that her hundreds 
of { ( stians may receive the spiritual food 
they need; that the hundreds of inquirers who are 
hearing the message of the Saviour and His love for 
the first tin n their lives may come to believe on 
Hin \ is eternal life; and that all of this 
great region now opening up to the missionary may 
be cla 1 tor His glory and for the bringing of 
Brazil the teet of our Redeemer. 

Brazil is a nation in ferment. The Communist 
party has been outlawed here, but that means very 


little to the power of the party actual and potential, 
especially among the working classes where there is 


much injustice and poverty. Brazil needs the chang- 
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ing power of a new faith. She needs the Gospel of 
Christ to bring freedom to those who live in spiritual 
slavery. 

But, you ask, was not Christianity brought to 
Brazil in the year 1500, long before the United 
States was settled, and are not the Brazilians a 
Christian people? The tragedy is that the Christ 
which was brought to the western world from 
Portugal and Spain was not the Christ of the 
Gospels, the living Saviour. He was the dead im- 
potent Jesus of the crucifix. Christ has never been 
given His rightful place by the Roman Catholic 
Church in Brazil because it has never known the 
real Christ, has never preached Him as He really is. 

Last year on a visit to Sao Paulo, Brazil’s largest 
city, I entered a magnificent Roman Catholi 
cathedral, the Church of the Immaculate Concep 
tion. In central position above the main altar was a 
huge image of the Virgin Mary at least fifteen feet 


tall, dominating the whole aud 


torium. An enormous 
golden crown was suspended over her head. Except 
for the small images around on the side walls illus- 
trating the stations of the cross, there was no indica- 
tion whatsoever that Christ had any part in this 
religion. I strained my eyes to catch some evidence 
of a cross or Christian symbol in the elaborate silver 
and gold decorations of the altar, but there was 
none. 

In Brazil one is continually impressed by the em- 
phasis placed upon the Virgin Mary as the object 
of adoration and the one to whom prayers are offer- 
ed. She is called by a variety of names: Our Lady of 
Grace, Our Lady of Pleasure, Our Lady of the 
Swamp, Our Lady of the Rock, Our Lady of the 
Pains, etc. She is appealed to for every conceivable 
sort of favor as the Gateway to Heaven, Advocate 
of Sinners, Redemptress, Queen of Heaven, Mother 
of God, and Bride of the Holy Spirit. 

It is heart-breaking to see the honor and glory 
that rightfully belongs to our Lord Jesus Christ 
transferred to the Virgin Mary; to see His place 
usurped by one who no matter how pure and saintly 
is merely and completely human; to realize that for 
the pure and simple faith in Christ as Saviour has 
been substituted a religion of image worship and 
endless repetition of impotent prayers. 

In 1959 the Presbyterian Church will celebrate 
the centennial of her first m 
Brazil. The 


steady unt 


ssionary efforts in 
growth since 1859 has been slow and 
| the present decade when it has taken on 
a new life such as has never been seen before. It is 
fields of missionary labo 


the marvel among all our 
Brazil is expanding so 


today that our work in 
rapidly. 

Yet, is this not a direct challenge from God, the 
Lord of the harvest, who has been the yearning in 
the hearts of the Brazilian people, a longing to break 
the shackles of blind superstition and outmoded 
tradition? Is not God looking to our Church today 
to enlarge our work in Brazil, to enter now while 
it is yet day, before the night comes when no man 
can work? 

Let us not be too late with too little! 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR MAY 6 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The United Kingdom 


Scripture: Il Samuel 5—8; I Chronicles 22:17- 
19. Devotional Reading: Psalm 89:20-29. 


Part of the promises given in Psalm 89 were fulfilled in David himself, and part in David's Greater Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He was of the seed of David, according to the flesh. This is frequently true of the 
Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament. There is a partial fulfillment in some person or event, and then 
there is a more complete fulfillment in some future person or event. The Jews recognized this proimise con- 
cerning the kingdom of David, and when Jesus rode into Jerusalem in triumph they cried out: “Hosanna to 
the son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest.” 


There is one outstanding thing about David that 
[ wish to call attention to. He was a great man in 
many respects—as soldier, statesman, poet—and he 
had many fine traits of character such as faith, 
humility, courage. He also committed some glaring 
ind grevious sins. The one thing which to my mind 
$ most conspicuous is this: he was never an idolater; 
he was never led astray by heathen gods. His son, 
Solomon, had a more glorious reign than his father, 
but it was completely spoiled because he was led 
into idolatry. David always loved God and was 
loyal to Him. Is this the reason that God says of 
him, he is a man after my own heart? 


[. David, King over all Israel: 
Chapter 5 


It would be well to review the life of David up 
to this time; his rise to prominence, his triumphs and 
his trials, as he became the object of Saul’s jealousy 
and anger. He had spent a great part of his time in 
the southern half of the land and it was natural that 
the tribe of Judah would select him as king when 
Saul was slain, and his son Jonathan, while the 
Northern tribes remained for a time loyal to the 
house of Saul. So David reigned in Hebron, over 
Judah, for seven years and six months. The line of 
Saul, however, gecame weaker and weaker. David 
was not only a great soldier, but he was tactful in 
his approach to the Northern tribes and he soon won 
their allegiance. 


He is chosen to reign over all Israel and reigned 
for a total of 40 years. One of his first exploits is to 
take the stronghold of Zion, Jerusalem, and make it 
the capital of his kingdom. “And David went on, 
and grew great, and the Lord God of Hosts was 
with him.” 

In verse 11 we have a notice of his friendship 
with Hiram, king of Tyre and the help which that 
monarch gave him in his building program. This 
alliance was of tremendous value to Solomon also. 


Verse 13 reveals one of David’s weaknesses. He 
was not content with one wife, or the several whom 
he already had, but took more wives and concubines. 
David’s home life was anything but ideal. Like Eli 
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ind Samuel he was a failure, and worse than a 


failure in his home. Eli and Samuel were unfor- 
tunate and seemingly weak in training their children, 
but David multiplied wives to himself which was a 
direct violation of God’s command in Deuteronomy 
17:17: (Speaking of a time when they should have 
a king and the nature of the kings), “Neither shall 
he multiply wives to himself.” 

The chapter closes with the account of David's 
victories over the Philistines who were determined 
enemies of Israel during the reigns of Saul and 
David. 


Il. The Ark is brought to Zion: 
Chapter 6 (See I Chron. 15:13.) 


It was natural and praiseworthy for David to 
wish to bring the Ark to Jerusalem. He made the 
mistake, however, the first time, of doing a good 
thing in the wrong way; he put the Ark on a new 
cart. God had commanded that the Ark be carried 
by the Levites. (See I Chron. 15:13-15, Exodus 25: 


14: Num. 4:5). 


It may have seemed to David that a “new cart 
would be a better and more “modern” way to trans- 
port the Ark, or he may have been ignorant of the 
law, or have considered it a matter of mir i 
portance. Is there not a lesson for us at this point? 
There is a very characteristic phrase used of Moses 
in connection with his building the Tabernacle; “As 
the Lord commanded, so did Moses.” It is a good 
thing in our approach to God, and in our worship of 
God, not only to do what He commands, but to do 
it in the way He directs; otherwise we may fall into 
sin. I am afraid that the Church has tried many 
“new carts” in our manner of worship. Are we 
Presbyterians deserting our simplicity of worship 
and introducing all manner of man-made innovations 
—‘new carts’? 


” 


~ 
~4 
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When they came to the threshing-floor of Nachon, 
the oxen stumbled, and Uzzah put forth his hand 


and took hold of the ark to steady This looked 
like a wise and good thing to do, bur he was smitten. 
David was displeased, and afraid, and took the ark 















aside to the house of Obed-Edom. God blessed this 
house, David heard of this, and decided to bring the 
Ark to Jerusalem. This time he was careful to do it 
in the way God had directed, and also with the 
proper reverence; the Ark was carried by the Levites 
and priests amid great rejoicing and with many 


sacrifices along the way 


nm ; : 
wo lessons impress me as I 


read this account: 
(1) the lesson of implicit 


obedience. God knows 
should conduct worship. 
on of reverence for holy things, and 
especially, reverence in our approach to God. Uu- 
clean hands must not touch holy things. 


be Te! than we, how we 
(2) The less 
° 47 


Il]. David Desires to Build a House 
fo r Jehovah: Chapte r 7. 


This thought came to David as he dwelt in his 
own house of cedar: | dwell in a fine house; the 
Arl: of God is still in a tent. Should I not build a 
house for God? This was a splendid impulse, show- 
ing David’s love for God, and Nathan, the prophet, 
to whom he broached the subject said, “Go, do all 
that is in thine heart: for the Lord is with thee.” 
3oth the king and the prophet agree that it was a 
worthwhile and commendable project, but God 
decreed otherwise. Good men, whether rulers or 
preachers, can be mistaken: it is always best to con- 
sult the Lord. That which seems good to us may not 
mee. with His approval. “And it came to pass that 
n‘ght, that the word of the Lord came to Nathan,” 


David is not to build the house, but his son is to do 
this. 


Then God, to show how pleased He was with the 
thought in David’s heart, graciously promises that, 
(1) that He will build David a house, and (2) that 
this house will be forever. 


The king humbly submits to God’s will in the 
matter. Notice what a different spirit than that of 
Saul. Saul was stubborn and hard-headed, always 
wanting his own way. When David knew the will 
of God, he gladly yielded to that will. Is not this 
one of the finest traits in David’s character? He 





depended on God for guidance. Even as a soldier, 
he enquired of the Lord usually before he went 
into battle. It reminds us of Stonewall Jackson. 


God follows His message to the prophet with some 
beautiful promises to David concerning his house. 
The one in relation to Solomon, (12-15) leads us to 
hope that Solomon, in spite of his blacksliding and 
apostasy, ultimately came back to the true God and 
w2s saved. But these promises go far beyond Solomon 
to a “greater than Solomon,” 
David,” the Lord Jesus Christ: 


be established forever.” 


the True “Son of 
“Thy throne shall 


In verses 18-29 we have a sample of one of 


David’s great prayers. He was a “great prayer.” 
Many of his prayers are put in the form of poetry 
ana are to be found in the Book of Psalms. They are 
filled with adoration, praise, thanksgiving, humility 
ara petition. They reveal the spiritual depth of 
David's heart and life. 


LV. Further Victories: 
Chapter 8 

David continued to be a soldier after he became 
king. There were enemies to face near at hand, like 
the Philistines; there was need also to extend the 
bourdaries of his kingdom, to “lengthen the cords 
and strengthen the stakes,” thus making his kingdom 
both larger and more secure. So David made war 
upon the Philistines, the Noabites, King of Zobah, 
the Syrians, and Edomites and was successful in all 
his campaigns. 


Several results may be noted. First, these victories 
brought a great store of gold, silver, and brass to 
David, the spoils of war. He dedicated all this to 
the Lord and it was used later by Solomon. Second, 
as was most natural, David “got him a name when 
he returned from smiting the Syrians.” Edom 
became subject to his rule. Third, David executed 
judgment and justice unto all the people. Last, we 
have a partial list of the “mighty men” who sur- 
rounded the king and helped him in his wars and in 
the rule of Israel. 
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VESPER TOPICS FOR MAY 6: 


Introduction 


God In Nature 


All of us are conscious of the deep feeling of reverence and awe that comes over us when we behold a 
beautiful sunset, or look at the stars on a clear night. Oftentimes we have said that such beauty and serenity 
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proves that God is. But what about lightning striking a home and killing the parents and children? Or a 


flood washing away a whole city? Or what about a dust storm that destroys all the crops in an area? Do we 


see God in these things also? 


12 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








lf we behold God in the beauty of nature and 
meditate upon His ways in the disasters of nature, 
what are our responsibilities? This program is de- 
signed to be an outdoor worship service that will 
lead us from the beauty of nature to our responsibili- 
ties over the earth. 


Scripture Lesson - Psalm \04 


[In the program in Presbyterian Youth it is sug- 
gested that Psalm 104 be read. On reading Psalm 
104, we realize that the unknown psalmist was 
meditating upon nature with the Genesis account of 
creation in mind. This is always the way we must 
meditate upon nature if we are to find its message. 
We must look at the works of God with the Word 
of God in our hand. Let us then not merely read 
the Psalm, but outline its message. 


* The Greatness of God in 
Creation - V 1-9 


in these first verses of the Psalm the psalmist is 
beholding the heavens above. He remembers that on 
the first day of creation God made the light, and 
God Himself dwelleth in light. He remembers how 
God on the second day created the heavens and the 
earth. When you and | think of this great universe, 
the heavens, and the earth, and the light that 
surrounds them with all its properties and powers, 
we do behold the greatness of our God. 


When men felt that the heavens and the earth 
were small, they believed that God was just back 


of the heavens that they could see. Our telescopes 
have shown us how vast are these heavens, but the 
telescopes have not removed God from the universe 
but have only succeeded in magnifying the greatness 


of our God. 


2 The Grace of God in Provision 


V 10-18 


The psalmist then proceeds to think about the 
grace of God in providing everything that man needs 
for life. In these words he is thinking of the dry 
land, the sea, and plant life that was brought into 
be:ng on the third day of creation to provide water 
trom the springs of the hills, grass upon the plains 
tur the cattle, food for man, and resources that man 
can use for his own comfort. Everything that man 
may ever need for his life or for his comfort have 


been provided in advance by God somewhere on our 
earth. 


3. The Government of God in 


Providence - V 19-30 


The psalmist then meditates upon the movement 
of light and darkness, upon the seasons controlled by 
the sun and the moon, those bodies set in the heaven 
upon the fourth day were for signs and seasons. 
And then he moves on to the life of animals and 
man upon the earth, those that came into being upon 
the fifth and sixth day. The psalmist speaks of how 
wonderfully God guides and directs all the affairs 
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of life. In His providential care the psalmist sees 
the wisdom of God at work. 


4. The Goal of God in Redemption 
V 31-35 


The closing verses of this psalmist carry us to the 
seventh day when God rested from all His work and 
saw that it was good. The psalmist declares that the 
purpose of God is to rejoice in His work forever. 
The psalmist also declares that it is his intention to 
praise and worship God for His goodness through- 
out all his days, but he then closes with a prayer 
saving, “Let the sinners be consumed out of the 
earth and let the wicked be no more.” 


This reminds us that God’s universe which was 
created good, is not all that it should be today 
because man in that universe has sinned. Many of 
the disasters of nature no doubt come because the 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth, waiting for 
the full redemption when sin shall be forever put 
out from the universe. (Rom. 8:18-22) God is re- 
deeming man from sin now, and is moving toward 
that day when not only all who have believed, but 
creation itself shall be redeemed from the curse of 
the effects of sin. Any meditation upon nature and 
our responsibility will fall short unless we see what 
sin has done to creation and to the creature, and 
find in Christ the redemption of the creature now, 
and the hope of the redemption of creation in days 
to come, 


SUGGESTIONS 


This is designed to be a program of worship in 
terms of nature, and yet when the idea of disasters 
ir. nature are brought in, you must take time to look 
a little about what the Bible says about redemption; 
so when you come to Psalm 104, it might be a good 
idea to take the sections of Psalm 10+ as outlined 
above and correlate the reading of sections 1, 2 and 
3 to the same material in the talks, then for section 
4 someone with a good deal of Biblical background 
and spiritual development should give a short talk 
on the goal of God in redemption. This is an ex- 
cellent program because it goes much farther than 
the usual sentimental type of nature program, but 
don’t go all the way in and forget to take the teach- 
ing of the Word of God as you go. 
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Woman's 1951 Birthday Now thrilled we are to know that the women of 
ss . ; the Church have selected the industrial centers of 
Gift For Congo our Congo field for their Birthday Offering this 
year. Tshimbulu is just one of the many urban 
centers that will reap the benefit of your generosity. 
In June, the Christian women requested missionary 
help and two of the missionary ladies started going 
over once a week on Thursday afternoons for the 
purpose of teaching Bible, reading and sewing. The 
enthusiastic response that was received has been an 
inspiration to us. Six women came to profess Christ 


1. $90,000 for the erection of chapels, which will 
include special facilities for the Christian training 
of women and girls, in commercial and industrial 
centers within the field of our Congo Mission, in 
such centers as the following: Luluabourg, Mweka, 
Port Francqui, Bakwanga, Tshimbulu, Luputa, and 
Mwena Ditu. 


2. $10,000 as a fund to subsidize the printing of as Saviour one afternoon through 7 reading lesson 
Bible commentaries and other religious literature and many have been built up in the faith. The 
and to increase the Revolving Christian Literature beautiful sewing that they do, sitting on a log out- 
Fund. of-doors, is amazing but we will be grateful for the 

day when an adequate church and educational rooms 

3. Any amount above $100,000 to be used to can be built through the Birthday Offering funds. 
support schools for the raising of the standard of eens aaa 
living of Congo girls and women. * Missionary, Lubondai, Africa. 





Needed!!! A Home For Kanyoka Girls 
Congo’s Urban Centers Challenge Us! By ’Celia King* 
On our return from furlough we were faced with 


By Florence Mo ” ‘ . oa , 
i — an immediate problem. Two of our Kanyoka boys 


The climax of Christmas came Sunday afternoon had gone through day school and medical and normal 
when we went thirty miles to our nearest industrial schools, and were back home to arrange their marri- 
center, T'shimbulu, to have a service with the many ages before going to work. They had been told that 
people who are crowded together in that urban they should not choose some uneducated, heathen 
district. On arriving, we found the little grass- girl but one who would be a real helpmate. That 
roofed chapel freshly white-washed and beautifully sounds good but the boys found that it was next to 
decorated with palm branches. The drum call beat an impossibility. There just weren’t girls of that 
out the invitation to worship and crowds of men, type among their own people. And the girls of the 
women and children gathered quickly. The Christ- neighboring tribes did not want to marry a Kanyoka 
mas story was told with colorful pictures, while ap- boy. So what to do! 


propriate Christmas carols were woven between the 
pictures and stories. The Spirit was with us in great 
power, convicting of sin and witnessing of the 
Saviour’s power. 


We had never started a Girls’ Home at Kasha, 
hoping that the girls might be reached through the 
evangelists and workers in their own home village. 
Now we realized that that was a hopeless dream, so 
—in spite of our lack of personnel (and after 14 


I remember the face of one old man and how his ; . 
. years we still have only three workers) we decided 


eyes filled with tears when the final challenge was 


given in the form of a solo, “What will YOU give to take the plunge and start a school for Kanyoka 
to Jesus ?—Nothing but LOVE will do!” Girls. 
There were, of course, no buildings, so a mud and 
After the service, we went caroling with the stick building was built and we sent out word that 
women and children through the streets of the city. we would accept 20 girls as a start. We thought 
Our lusty singing aroused such response that the we'd have a hard time getting that many for these 
whole community turned out and lined the streets to people are not the traveling kind and don’t like to 
listen. God was near and His glory was on every leave home. IMAGINE our surprise and chagrin 
hand. The western sky was aglow with rosy radiance when not 20 but 30 girls came in, and we had to 
as the flaming sun set over the hazy hills. At the turn four more away who lived in nearby villages 
same time the glorious full moon was rising in the and who could walk back and forth to school. Of 
eastern sky, speaking the glory of God. But even course they are crowded, but they haven’t complain- 
these beauties were outweighed with the shining ed and none of them would hear to our turning 
light in the eyes of those who had found the Lord. away any of the girls who came. We were truly 
We drove away amid joyous cries of gratitude, and blessed in finding a wonderful Christian couple to 
our hearts were praising God for the things that we act as Father and Mother to the girls, and later we 
had seen and heard and felt among our Christian added another helper who is a widow with one small 
brethren in the city. child. 
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Catechism classes, regular school work and sewing 
classes keep them busy most of the time. Add to that 
the preparation and cooking of their own food, 
gathering firewood, carrying water from the spring, 
ind starting gardens of sweet potatoes and peas near 
their home. They do have a full schedule, but busy 
hands are happy hands and in spite of a squabble or 
two, occasional tears, they seem very happy. 


We are assured that, if we will but agree, we'll 
have double this number next year, so we are hoping 
that some of this year’s BIRTHDAY GIFT will 
be made available to us and that adequate building 
and equipment will open the way for more of these 
backward but lovable Kanyoka girls. 


*Mrs. Earl S. King, Missionary to Africa. 


World Missions Receipts 


Apr. 1, 1949, to Mar. 31, 1950 $ 1,333,424.47 
Apr. 1, 1950, to Mar. 31, 1951 1,411,439.00 





78,014.53 
Program Of Progress Net Receipts 


Apr. 1, 1949, to Mar. 31, 1950 $ 321,047.75 
Apr. 1, 1950, to Mar. 31, 1951 195,258.53 


Gain $ 





Loss $ 125,789.22 





10% Of Davidson Students 
Candidates For Ministry . 


Eighty-four candidates for the gospel ministry, 
more than ten percent of the Davidson College 
student body, are taking pre-ministerial courses at 
Davidson this year. 


According to President John R. Cunningham, 
“The leaven of Christian character and influence 
represented by these 84 men is hard to appraise. This 
year the two top student leaders, the student body 
president and the Y.M.C.A. president are ministerial 
candidates.” 


Dr. Cunningham stressed Davidson’s responsi- 
bility to encourage young men in this direction and 
to keep the stream flowing to the Church. “The 
obligation that the College sustains to the Church 
is measured only by the obligation of the Church to 
the College,” he said. 





Dallas Book Store 

Opening Postponed 

_ Formal opening of the new Presbyterian Book 
Store in Dallas, Texas, has been postponed until the 


middle of September, according to an announcement 
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LEADERSHIP SCHOOL STARTS JULY 3 


[f you have a daughter, age 6-17, bring her to Camp 
Montreat for the six weeks’ session. Chaperonage 
furnished for return trip August 14. 





by O. G. Henry, director, southwestern branch. 
Contractors were unable to complete the work on 
schedule, he said. 


The $250,000 building will be one of the largest 
and most modern denominational bookstores in the 
country. 





Orthodox Institute 
Planned For May 15-18 


The annual Ministers Institute of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church will be held at Westminster 
Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa., May 15- 
18, it has been announced by the Rev. John P. Gal- 
braith, General Secretary of the Committee on 
Home Missions and Church Extension and the 
Committee on Foreign Missions. 


Instructors will include the Rev. C. Van Til, Pro- 
fessor of Apologetics, Dr. Edward J. Young, pro- 
fessor of Old Testament and the Rev. John H. 
Skilton, associate professor of New ‘Testament. 
Charges for the institute are $14, covering tuition, 
meals, lodging and registration. Information may be 
obtained from Mr. Galbraith, 728 Schaff Building, 
\5th and Race, Philadelphia. 





Christian Amendment Movement 
Proposes Changing Constitution 


The Christian Amendment Movement has an- 
nounced sponsorship of proposed legislature pending 
in the House of Representatives and in the Senate 
designed to “embody a divine acknowledgment in the 
Federal constitution.” 


The group is seeking the support of various 
denominational bodies including the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. 








BOOK REVIEWS 


HISTORY OF THE ASSOCIATE REFORM- 
ED SYNOD OF THE SOUTH, by Robert 
Lathem. Harrisburg, Pa. (1882). Ask your A.R.P. 
neighbor for the loan of this worthwhile book and 
get acquainted with the denomination that is con- 
sidering uniting with us. Our hats are off to the 
Seceders for their courageous stand for evangelical 
truth in Scotland and in Ireland two hundred years 
ago. They took the rap and were rebuked and re- 
buked and finally removed from their churches and 
the circumtabular machine carried the Church of 
Scotland down the primrose path of moderatism— 
to the dishonor of evangelical truth and godliness. 
But their stand gave Scotland a voice for the Gospel 
and saved Presbyterianism in Ireland from the 
downgrade to Socinianism and Unitarianism which 
was wrecking Presbyterianism in England in that 
period. 





First of all, they stood for the free offer of the 
Gospel to the sinner without telling him that he 
must first be convinced that he was convinced that 
he had forsaken his sins before he could come to the 
Saviour of sinners. They opposed Professor John 
Simson of Glasgow who suggesting the possibility of 
a man’s being saved by the light of nature apart 
from Jesus Christ and denying the necessary BE- 
ING of Christ—became an Arian. 


Under the leadership of Principal Hadow of St. 
Andrews the machine tolerated Simson, but cracked 
down on the evangelicals when they reissued Fisher’s 
Marrow of Modern Divinity with wise footnotes 
by Thomas Boston. Boston, Hog, Erskine, Ward- 
law and Wilson defended the book and God used 
the Marrow men to awaken in Scotland a new 
appreciation of the Gospel of Paul and of Luther. 


For, “the true doctrine of both the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and of the Marrow men is, that 
the sinner is not justified on account of obedience to 
the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. In other words, 
the ground of the sinner’s pardon and justification, 
is the obedience and suffering of the Lamb of God. 
The death of Christ secures the believer’s pardon, 
and the righteousness of Jesus imputed to him and 
received by faith alone—faith without works—is 
that on account of which he is pronounced just.” 
And, the Neo-nomians and Baxterians to the con- 
trary notwithstanding, the law is a rule of sanctifi- 
cation, and never was designed—at least since the 
fall of Adam—to be a rule of justification. 


—William Childs Robinson. 








CH RIST’S PREACHERS, by Park Harris Ander- 
son. Christopher Publishing House. $2.50. This book 
represents the author’s earnest attempt to be of help 
to students who are in need of an orientation course 
in the field of preaching. It portrays the eternal 
significance of the divine work in which Jesus and 
his desciples are united. 
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EUGENE L. DANIEL 


Daniel Accepts 
World Mission 
Assignment 


The Board of World Missions has announced 
that the Rev. Eugene L. Daniel has accepted ap- 
pointment as Candidate Secretary to succeed Dr. 
Richard T. Gillespie, who resigned last fall. Mr. 
Daniel is expected to take office about May 10. 


A native of Atlanta, Ga., Mr. Daniel is a grad- 
uate of Georgia Tech, Columbia Seminary and 
Princeton Theological Seminary. He served as a 
chaplain during World War II and was awarded 
the Silver Star and the Distinguished Service 
Cross for his service to the wounded in the 
African campaigns. He was a prisoner of war in 


Germany for 27 months. 


He served as a representative of the War Relief 
Committee and with the Foreign Mission Com- 
mittee. In 1948 he sailed to Korea. Previously, he 
married Miss Nancy Hayter, of Abingdon, Va., 
an appointee for work in Brazil. They have two 
daughters. 

Returned to the States following the Korean 
outbreak, they have been engaged in deputation 
work for the board since that time. 











THE SECRET OF HAPPINESS, by Thomas 
Durley Landels. Christopher Publishing House. 
$1.75. The thesis of this book is that happiness 
depends not so much upon the changing outward 
circumstances of life as upon the inward spirit with 
which life is faced. 
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